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b e K . 
OBSERVATIONS 
ON THE: 1 


CONDUCT 


GREAT BRITAIN, & 


N has ever been my Opinion, that 
a Freedom in Speech or Writ 
ought always to be allowed — 

encouraged, when it is exerted 
with an Honeſt Deſign of ſerving 
our Country, and when it is employed in ex- 
poſing and cenſuring any Real Miſmanagement 
of the Publick Affairs. On the other Hand, 

it muſt be acknowledged to be a very Dange- 
rous and Witked Abuſe of this Liberty, to en- 
deavour to incenſe the Nation againſt the Go- 
vernment by General Accuſations unſupported 
by any Proof, and by Aſſertions, which the Au- 
thors of them either do not know to be true, or 
perhaps know to be falſe, Perſons who are poſ- 
leſſed with a Spirit of 1 and Calumny, 
ro "2 are 


* 
are always dreaded and abhorred even in pri- 
vate Families, where the Damage, which re- 
ſults from theſe ill Qualities, is more confined: 
But when the ſame Miſchievous. Talents are 
imployed towards diſturbing the Peace of a 
whole Community, they become the Object of 
the Publick Indignation and Reſentment, And 
if a malicious Miſrepreſentation of the Ma- 
nagement of Affairs has ever been eſteemed 
| highly. criminal, on Account of the bad Effects 
T which it muſt naturally have towards — 
| in the People an unjuſt Diſidence with Regar 
| to their Prince, and towards promoting Civil 
Diſſenſions; the Guilt of this Practice muſt 
certainly be aggravated in the higheſt Degree, 
| when, beſides Ks ill Conſequences before men- 
tioned, it tends to involve us in National Quar- 
rels, and to expoſe us to the Contempt and ill 
Will of Foreign States. 8 
The bold and undiſguiſed Manner, in 
'S which the Meaſures of the Government have 
been attacked, has made every Body inquiſi- 
| tive into thoſe Parts of the Adminiſtration, 
which have been cenſured with ſuch uncom- 
mon Virulence : And as I have obſerved, that 
the late Libels are chiefly filled with Invectives 
upon the ſuppoſed Inactivity of our Squadrons, 
and the Depredations committed by the ; 180 
niards upon our Merchants in the Weſt Indies, 
and the Conduct of Affairs with Regard to the 
preſent Negociations; I have applied my ſelt, 
with the greateſt Care and Impartiality, to be 
informed of the true State of all theſe Parti- 


culars ; and J confeſs I have received great Sa- 
8 tisfaction 
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tifaction from this Inquiry, by which I have 


found, That the Situation of our affairs is quite 
different from what it has been repreſented; 
and have likewiſe been enabled to form a 
right judgment of the Candour and Ingenui- 
ty of theſe Writers. l. Wi 
The firſt Point that I ſhall conſider, is, the 


- 


ſuppoſed Inactivity of our Squadrons, and the 


Depredations committed by the Spanzards upon 


our Merchants in the Weſi- Indies. Theſe have 


been magnified with. a particular Pleafure by 
the above-mentioned Writers, and, as they 


would have the World believe, with an unan- 


ſwerable Reproach to the Government, which 
has been confidently charged, upon this Head, 
with the moſt ſhameful Neglect of our Trade 


and Navigation; as having taken no ſufficient 


Care, either to protect our Merchants from 
theſe Loſſes, or to revenge them by making 
Repriſals, or any other way. The Government 
has been accuſed, on one hand, of inſolently 
provoking the Spanzards to injure us, and, on 
the other, of tamely ſubmitting to thoſe Inju- 
-ries. It is repreſented, as not only withholding 
that Aſſiſtance, which might have been given 
to the Sufferers , but as refuſing them even that 
Redreſs, which they were deſirous of procur- 
ing for themſelves. As theſe are Accuſations 
of ſuch a Nature, as muſt neceſſarily raiſe the 


Indignation of the Publick, either againſt the 
Government, if they are found true; or a- 


gainſt its Accuſers themſelves, if they ſhould 
appear to be falſe; I have uſed my utmoſt Di- 
ligence 


of 
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ligence to get the bel Informations concern- 
ing the Matter of Fa# itſelf. 


But before I enter into any Diſcuſhon upon this 


Head, I will beg Leave to obſerve the Incon- 
fiſtency which runs throughout the Diſcourſes 
and Writings of theſe Men. A little before the 
Preliminaries were ſigned, when they were ap- 
prehenſive that the Emperor and Hain were 


* to an Accommodation, their Labour 
an 


Rhetorick were employed in endeavouring 
to divert thoſe Powers from pacifick Meaſures, 
by repreſenting the two great Trading Compa- 
nies of England, the India and South-Sea, as 
engroſſing all Commerce to themſelves by 
Fraud and Violence, by an unjuſt Extenſion of 
thoſe Privileges in Trade, which are granted 


by Treaties, and by claiming others without 


any Pretence or Foundation of Right. This in- 
vidious Repreſentation was viſibly calculated 
to make England appear as an Object of Envy 
and Reſentment, and to juſtify the Emperor 
and ain in refuſing to comply with our juſt 


Demands. But finding that theſe their ground- 


leſs Inſinuations had not any Effect Abroad, 
that the Preliminaries were at laſt ſigned 
and ratified by Spain, they have ſince, like 
good Patriots, on one hand, uſed all their En- 
deavours to encourage our Enemies to inſult us, 
by ſetting us forth as a Bankrupt Nation, ex- 
hauſted by Taxes, and labouring under a Debt 
which we ſhall never be able to diſcharge; 
and, on the other, to perſwade us at Home, that 
our Affairs were under an Adminiſtration which 

wanted 


4 44 


wanted Spirit and Reffturon to reſent any In- 
juries that could be put upon us. | | 
I come now to conſider ( as I propoſed) the 


Inactivity which has been objected to our 


Squadrons, and which is ſuggeſted to have 


been owing to the fri Orders, by which the 
Commanders of our Men of War have been 


reſtrained from protecting our Trade, and 
from reſenting the Injuries and Inſults which 


our Merchants have ſuffered from the Spantards. - 


I ſhall begin with the —_— which was ſent 
by his late Majeſty to the We/i-Indies under the 
9 — of Admiral Hoſier.. 
As this has been the moſt fruitful Source of 
Calumny and Invective, and as I find the Com- 
laints on this Subject have made ſome Impreſ- 
Ron on Perſons, who are ſincerely concerned 
for the Honour and Intereſt of their Country, 
I have, for their Satisfaction, made it my Buſi- 
neſs to inquire what were the Orders given to 
that Admiral, and thoſe that ſucceeded him in 
the Command of His Mazeſty's Squadron in the 
Weſt-Indies. = 
The firſt Inſtructions given to Admiral Hoſier 
were dated, as I am informed, the 28th of March 
1726, almoſt twelve Monthsafter the Treaties of 
Vienna were ſigned, and when His late Majeſty 
had obtained Intelligence, as is well known to 
the Publick, of the dangerous Meaſures that 
were concerting in conſequence of thoſe Trea- 


ties, and of the pernicious Uſe that was de- 


ſigned to be made of the Eflects of the Gal- 


leens, belonging chiefly to his Subjects, and 


thoſe 


5, an (8) 2 | 
thoſe of his Allies, though at the ſame Time no 
open Hoſtilities were begun by the contracting 


Parties of the Vienna Treaties. His Majeſty 


therefore, having a juſt Regard on one ſide to 
the fatal Conſequences of ſuffering ſo great a 
Treaſure to come into the hands of Powers, 
that he had Reaſon to believe intended to im- 
ploy it for diſturbing the Tranquillity of Europe, 
before they had enter'd into any Stipulation for 
delivering the Effects as in Time of Peace, and 
for making the Allies eaſy as to the juſt Ap- 
prehenſions cf their dangerous Intentions ; and 
on the other fide, being deſirous not to puſh 


Things to greater Extremities, before open Ho- 
ſtilities were committed, than was neceſſary for 


the Defence of himſelf and his Allies; was plea- 


ſed to give Inſtructions to Admiral Hoſier to the 


following Effect : | 
© 'Fhat he was to fail, aſſoon as poſſible, with 
© the Squadron under his Command for the 


* W:iſt-Indics, and to fend a Frigate before to 


© Jamaica, with Orders for ſuchof His Majeſty's 


© Ships on that Station to join him, as heſhould 
* thinkproper, and alſo to get what Intelligence 
© he could of the Flota and Galleons. Being 
* arrived before the Port of Carthagena, he 


© was to inform himſelf whether the Spani/h 


© Flota or Galleons, or any Part thereof, were 
there; and in that Caſe, he was forthwith to 


* ſend to the Haniſb Governour there, and ac- 
. « quaint him, that the King had commanded him 
not to commit any Hoſtilities, unleſs he 


* ſhould be obliged to it, in order to take the 


neceſſary Care of the Intereſt and Tropenty 


8 M W W Ee W RE Ex ggg To Yar + Ta 1 g =. 9 . 3G %,, © 


.. 


n 
of His Majeſty's Subjedts, and thoſe of his 
„Allies, which were fo much concerned in the 
Cargo on board the Flota and Galleons, or 1 

unleſs the Effects of His Majeſty's Subjects 9 70 
within his Government, or any other Part of | 
the Spaniſh Dominions, ſhould be actually 
ſeized. That he had Orders to ſignify to him,. 
and to the other Governors of the Spaniſh 
Colonies in America, thai pro mend they 
would not ſuffer the ſaid Galleons or Flota, 
or any Part thereof, or any Ships having on 
Board the Cargo of the ſaid Flota or Galleons, 
or any Part of the ſame, to go out of their 
Ports, he was not to give them, or any Subjects 
of the King their Maſter in thoſe Parts, any 
manner of Diſturbance or Moleſtation: But 
that if they would not comply, but, contrar 
to this Notice, ſhould think fit to ſuffer their 
Flota or Galleons, or any Part thereof, to put 
to Sea, or the {aid Cargo, or Part of it, to be 
ſent away, he was to uſe all poſſible Means 
to ſecure the Effe&s on Board the ſaid Gal- 
leons, Flota or Ships, to the end Juſtice might. 
be done to all who were concerned therein, 
If he found the Spaniſh Flota or Galleons in 
the Port of Carthagena, he was accordingly 
to remain there and block up the ſame, to pre- 
vent their com ing out till further Order; but 
if he had Intelligence that the ſaid Galleons or 
Flota were gone from thence to Porto-Bello, 
or to the Havana, or to any other Port of the 
Haniſß Colonies, he was ordered to follow 
them to any of the ſaid Ports, and block them 
up, making the ſame Declaration to the Gover- 
\ * Nors 
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nors of the Places before .named, or of any 


other to which he ſhould fail, as he had 
been before directed to make to the Gover- 


nor of Carthagena. If notwithſtanding 
this Signification to the Governours of the 


Spaniſh Colonies, the ſaid Galleons or Flota, 


or any. Part thereof, or any Ship or Ships 


having on Board its Cargo, or any Part or 


Parcel of the ſame Cargo, ſhould venture to 
put to Sea, he was immediately with his 
whole Squadron, or by proper Detachments, 
to purſue them: And in caſe he overteok 
them, or if he met the ſaid Galleons, Flota, 
or Ships at Sea, in his Voyage to the W:/t- 


Jundies, or otherwiſe, he was to uſe his 


beſt Endeavours by Perſwaſion, or even by 
Force, to get them and their Cargo into his 


Poſſeſſion; declaring in the ſtrongeſt Manner 


to. the Commander in Chief, that his Orders 
were: to carry them to a Port of Safety, and 
that his Majeſty's Deſign was to —*＋ to 
every Body what belonged to them: And in 


© caſe he ſucceeded in getting ſuch Galleons, 
Flota or Ships into his Poſſeſſion, he was to 


bring them to ſome Port in England, there 


to be ſecured till further Order. And it being 


his Majeſty's Intention, that the Effects of 
the ſaid Flota, or Galleons, whether they 
ſhould be taken on Board the ſame, or in any 


other Ships the King of Hain might think fit 


to imploy to bring them Home, for greater 
Security of getting them into his Power, 
ſhould be entirely and ſafely preſerved for 
the Uſe of thoſe that had a juſt Title to the 

* ſame, 


ey I a | ; 
ſame, he was ordered to Ake particular Care 
that there ſhould be no kind of Embezzle- 
ment thereof whatſoever; and to endeavour 
to poſſeſs himſelf of the Invoyces of the Car- 


« 

2 

Cc 

© voyces he was to have ſealed up, and the 
* Hatches of the Ships ſpiked; and he was to 
© keep the ſaid Invoyces ſafe in his own Cuſto- 
* dy till farther Order; and to take an Inven- 
* tory of all the Cheſts, Bales and Parcels, di- 
* ſtinguiſhing the ſame by particular Numbers, 
© in which the ſaid Effects ſhould be packed 
* up, without opening them, as alſo of ſuch 
c 
c 
. 
— 


voyce could be had, diſtinguiſning in ſuch In- 
ventories ( as far as he ſhould be able) who 
were the particular Owners thereof, to whom 
they were conſigned, and for whoſe Ac- 
count. And whereas it was his Majeſty's firm 
Reſolution, that no Part of the Effects or 
Cargo above mentioned ſhould be diſ poſed of 
© to any Uſe, but ſuch as in Juſtice, and agree- 
* ably to theſe Inſtructions, his Majeſty ſhonld 
* afterwards think fit to direct, he was (under 
Pain of the King's higheſt Diſpleaſure) to ſee 
* his Majeſty's Orders for that Purpoſe punctu- 
* ally executed and obeyed; and he was to ob- 
lige all Perſons whatſoever under his Com- 
mand to act in the ſtricteſt Conformity there- 
to. And whereas his Majeſty had revepved 
* undoubted Intelligence, that the King of 
Hain had order'd two Ships of War to 1xil 
* forthwith to the Spaniſh Weſt-lndies, under 
| B 2 * Pre» 


* 


go of every particular Ship; which ſaid In- 


other Effects as perhaps might not have been 
regularly put on Board, and of which no In- 


12) a 

* Pretence of carrying Quickſilver thither, for 
working of the Mines, but with ſecret Or- 
ders to take on Board all the Gold and Sil- 
ver which was to have been brought by the 
Flota or Galleons, and to return with it 
with all Expedition to Spain z he was like- 
wile ordered to employ his utmoſt Care and 
Application to get Intelligence of the ſaid 
two Men of War, and to deal by them, in 
caſe he met them, and they had ſuch Trea- 
ſure on board, in the ſame manner in every 
Reſpect as he was directed to do with the 
Flota or Galleons. If upon his Arrival in the 
Meſt- Indies he had certain Information that 
the ſaid Galleons, Flota, or other Ships, hav- 
ing on Board the Cargo which the Galleons 
ſhould have brought, were. come away for 
Europe; or that, notwithſtanding his block- 
ing up ſuch Ports as above mentioned, they 
ſhould be able to puſh out to Sea, and to 
paſs by him in their Way home, -he was in 
ſuch Caſe (leaving two Men of War, of 
the fourth, fifth, or ſixth Rate, on the Ja- 
maica Station, with Orders to protect the 
Trad: of His Majeſty's Subjects, and to make 
Repriſals on the Saniards for any Injuries 
that ſhould be done them, by the Spaniſh 
Garde Coſtes or otherwiſe ) immediately to 
fail in Purſuit of ſuch Galleons, Flota, or 
Ships; and if he could not come up with 
them, he was to make the beſt of his Way 


t the Cape of St. Vincent on the Coaſt of U 
Portugal, detaching a Frigate home with no- 


tice of his being on his Voyage thither. - 
*.0e 
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* he met with no Wel e of the ſaid Gal- 
« leons, Flota, or Ships, upon his Arrival on 
that Coaſt, he was to keep cruizing off the 
* faid Cape, and to the Southward of it, in or- 
der to intercept them, and to expect Ships to 
join him with Intelligence, or with his Ma- 

B (ft 5450 hhtnts; 
At the ſame Time he had his late Majeſty's 
direct and poſitive Orders, In cafe he recei- 
ved, during his Stay in the Weſi-Indies, a 
certain Account that the Spaniards had ſeized 
the Effects of the Huth-Sca Company, or o- 
ther his Majeſty's Subjects, in any of their 
* Colonies, to uſe his beſt Endeavours to reco- 
ver the ſame, or to make KRepriſal, and to aſ- 
* fiſt, in the beſt Manner he could, the ſaid 
* Company, or their Agents, or other his Ma- 
« jeſty's Subjects, if, to prevent ſuch Seizure, 
: 3 ſhould apply to him for his Aſſiſtance in 
drawing lach Effects out of the Power of 

* the Spaniards. | | 

On the 29th of September, 17 26, his Orders 
contained, © That he was to look upon his Inftru- 
ctions to be the ſame with regard to the Flota, 
expected from Vera Cruz, as with relation to 
the Galleons-z but the ſtopping of the Galle- 
ons, and the Money they were 74 Nod brought, 


- 


c 

0 

c 

* was to be his chief Care, and therefore, he was 
not to riſque the Succeſs of it upon any Ac- 

* count-----= His Majeſty ſtill recommending 

© it to him, to-omit nothing that could poſſibly 

be done to prevent the _—_— to Spain that 

4 


Treaſure, upon which thoſe who wiſhed us 


II had ſo much Dependence. 


By 


4 
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By his late Mazeſty's Orders of the 18th of 
November, 1726, The ſame Attention, with 
regard to the Galleons and Flota, was again 
recommended to him.“ And it was added, 
That the South & Company having Reaſon 
to apprehend, that their Ships at Vera Cruz 
would be ſtopt by the Spaniards, and having 
made Application to the King that they might, 
by the Protection of his Ships, be brought a- 
way from thence, as their other Ship was from 
Porto-Bello, His Majeſty being always deſi- 
rous to protect the Trade of his Subjects, as 
much as in him lay, would have him (Hofer) 

ive them his Aſhſtance therein, as far as he 
ſhould judge it to be conſiſtent with the main | 
Service upon which he was employed, vi. | 
the preventing the bringing from America 
any Part of the Spaniſh Treaſure above- 
mentioned. ru. 
On the 4th of March, 1726-7, upon the Ha— 
wards having laid Siege to Gibraltar, he was 
directed by the Lords of the Admiralty, in pur- 
ſuance. of his Majeſty's Pleaſure ſignified to 
them! © To give Orders to the reſpective Cap- 
* tains under his Command, to take, fink, 
burn, or otherwiſe deſtroy any Ships of War, 
i! * or Privateers, or Merchant Ships, or Veſſels, 
=_ belonging to the King of Spain, or his Sub- 
= jects, which they could come up with; the 
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12 © Spaniards having begun Hoſtilities againſt his 
* © Majeſty's Subjects at Cibraltar. X 


On the 19th of May following, he was in- 
formed, That the King of Spain being _ 
| | | ally 


1 „ 
of * ally in War with His Majeſty, it was the 
th King's Pleaſure, that inſtead of ſtopping the 
in * Galleons only, as he had been formerly di- 
d, © rected, he ſhould ſeize them, and make him- 
Jy * felf Maſter ot them, wherever he could meet 
2 * them, or any other Spaniſh ſhips, or Veſſels, 
g either in or out of Port; ſtill taking Care, if 
t, he ſhould be ſo fortunate to get any of them 
1— into his Poſſeſſion, to prevent all Embezzle- 
n ment of the Effects on board them, and to 
1 * ſecnre their Cargoes, and all the Papers 
n relating thereto, in the Manner preſcribed | 
9 * by his Inſtructions, and to keep them ſafe l 
E * and nntouched till further Signification of i 
n | His Majeſty's Pleaſure thereupon. 21. Ss | 
bn On the 18th of Juby, of the ſame 18 Fh 1 
a Year, the Spaniards having,  inftead 77 _ _ = 
J 


of putting the Preliminary Articles in Execu- 
tion on their Part, refuſed to raiſe the Si 
- of Gibraltar ; to releaſe, the H H Ship, 
8 Prince Frederick, then detained at Vera Cruz, | 
- and to reſtore any other of the Ships or Ef- 
0 fects belonging to His Majeſty's Subjects, which 
- had fallen into their Hands; I find the Or- 
ders and Inſtructions from His preſent Majeſty 
to Admiral Haſier, were to this Effect : © That 
he ſhould continue with greater Care and Di- 
* ligence than ever, to watch the Motions of the 
* Spantards, and to hinder the Galleons from 
coming out; or, if poſſible, to intercept and 
get them into his Poſſeſſion, acting in every 
L thing purſuant to the Directions formerly 
* ſent him, until he ſhould receive His Ma- 
* jeſty's poſitive Orders to the contrary ; - 
3 


Ll 


| —_— © > 
© until the Hani, according to the Obli- 
* gation he would find they were under, by 
* the Fifth Article of the Preliminaries, ſhould 
have given up all the Perſons, Ships, and Ef- 
* feds of the King's Subjects, which they had 
* ſeized ; eſpecially the Ship Prince Frederick, 
and what belongs to. the Huth-Sca Com- 
* pany.” And it is added, © That His Majeſty 
was ſorry, that it had not been poſſible for 
© him (Hoſier) to oblige the S$pantards to de- 
liver up the Ship Prince Frederick; and 
© that if any Accident ſhould happen that 
© might render it practicable for him to force 
them to it, His Majeſty doubted not but he 
* would make ule of it; ſtill taking Care not 
* to bediverted by That, or any Thing elſe, 
* from the main Buſineſs of ſtopping, or inter- 
© cepting the Galleons. 5 
16 NO In November, 1727. His Majeſt 
1727. having received Advice of Vice-Ad- 
miral Hoſiers Death, diſpatched Vice-Admiral 
Hopon to take upon him the Command of the 
Squadron in the We/t-Indies : His Inſtructions 
were to follow in every reſpect the Orders, 
£ which had been ſent to Admiral Hoſier. 
The ſame Orders were repeated to Captain 
a K. Lo, December the 24th, 1727; and 
17279. on the 21ſt of March, 1727-8, (after the 
21 Mar. ſigning the Act of the Farao,) Vice- 
1727,% Admiral Hopſon, having at that Time 
taken upon him the Command of His Ma- 
Jeſty's Squadron in thoſe Seas, was ordered 
© to obſerve the ſame Inſtructions, till ſuch 
© time as he ſhould have received the King of 
| * Spain's 


— — — 


t Tpain's Orders, 05 e the Prelimina- 
ies, to his Governors and Officers in the 
* Weſt-lndies, in order to be by him tranſmit- 
* ted to the ſaid Governors and Officers; and 
being at the ſame time ordered, to ſend 
home ten of the Ships under his Command, 
His Majeſty declares his Intention to him, of 
© ſending five Men of War and a Sloop to the 
* Wiſt-Indics, to be ſtationed there (together 
c with the Lark, that went ſome time before 
© to Jamaica ) for the Protection of His Ma- 
« jeſty's Iſlands, and of the Trade of his Sub- 
« je&s in thoſe Parts, Ig 


Having been thus particular with regard to 

the Orders given to the Commanders of Hig 
Majeſty's Squadron in the Weſt. Indies, 1 ſhall 
now produce a Copy that I have obtained of 
the Letter, which Admiral Hofier wrote upon 
his firſt Arrival before Porto Bello, to one of 
His Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State. 


Baltimentos, 25 June 1726. 


— The 2d of June T made Sail for Por- 
* to Bello, and Coaſted it down to the Ba- 
* ſtimentos, ſent the Hence Sloop into Porto 
Bello, who brought Mr. Bumpſtead, the 
chief Supercargo, who informed me, that 
ten Days before we arrived, a Pacquet Boat 
arrived from Old Spain, with Orders for 
them to ſecure the Money that was in the 


* 


. 


Port, which they put on Board Sloops and 


Boats, and ſent it 55 the River Chagre, = 


18 


r be font back to e All which was done, 


and gone three Days before we arrived. 
I am credibly informed, they can ſend the 


Money to the Havana by ſmall Veſſels, a 
© Paſſage to Leeward of the Musketa Keys; to 
prevent which, I have ſent two Ships to look 
out off the River Chagre, left they ſhould. 


attempt that; ſo that I do not doubt of pre- 


* venting their getting the Money from thoſe 
Parts. There is another Port to the Eaſt- 
ward of Porto Bello, called Nombre de Dios, 


© to which they can ſend Money by Land- 


Carriage unſeen to us; for which Reaſon I. 
© have ſent a Sixth Rate to cruiſe off there, 
© with Orders, if a ſuperior Force ſhould _ 
come, to make the beſt of his way down to. 
me, and we can ply up to them, before they 


can be able to do any thing, 


© Your — may be aſſured, I ſhall take all ; 


* the Precantion I can, to hinder any Money 
being Shipt off. og 

As 1t appears by the Orders above, that no 
Care was wanting on the part of the Govern- 
ment to prevent the Return of the Galleons to 


Spain, and to ſecure the Effects of His Ma- 


jeſty's Trading Subjects in the Indies; ſo this 


Letter moſt manifeſtly ſhews, that had it been 


thought adviſeable to have directed him to 
have committed open Hoſtilities by attacking 
the Galleons in the Harbour of Porto Bello, 
it; was impoſſible for the Admiral to have 


taken any thing, but the Empty Hulks of the 
Ships; and I believe it will be acknowledged, 


that. ſuch a Pledge in our Hands could not 
| | | PIN have 


& 
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Spain. However, His Maj hy s Squadron pre- 
vented the Return of the Galleons, by conti- 
nuing in thoſe Parts, till the King of Spa 


had ſigned and ratified the Preliminaries, and 


the Act of the Pardo, by an Article of which, 


His Catholick Majeſty obliges himſelf, in con- 
ſequence of our permitting the Galleons to re- 


turn to Hain, to let their Effects be delivered 


out as in Times of full Peace. | 
And as to that other Charge, which has been 


brought againſt the Government by-theſe Li- 
bellers, as if the Depredations committed 


by-the Spaniards upon our Merchants 1n the 

eſt-Indirs might have been prevented by 
the Commanders of His Majeſty's 8 
in thoſe Seas, if they had not been reſtrained 
from revenging thoſe Inſults 7 gem = Coun- 
try, by ſtrict, particular, and explicit Inſtru- 
tions; The Orders themſelves, which I have 


produced, are a full and inconteſtable Proof of 


the Falſity of ſuch an Imputation ; and may 
ſerve at the ſame time to 'give the Reader a 
juſt Idea of Thoſe, who have repreſented the 
Meaſures taken in that Affair by his late and 
preſent Majeſty, as Inſtances * a tender Con- 
duct, and particular Care to give no Ofjente to 
our Enemies. g 5; 60M 
Admiral Hofer having, in his very firſt Or- 
ders, been directed to give the beſt Ai ſtunce he 
could to the South Sea Company, and other His 
Majeſty's Subjects, for the preventing any Sei- 
zure of their Effects, or, if they were ſeized, to 
uſe his beſt Endeavours to recover them, or 
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have had much Influence on the Caunſels of 
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to make Repriſals; and further Orders having, 
upon the firſt Notice of the Beginning of 
 Hoſtilities by the Spaniards, been ſeri him to 

take or deſtroy their Ships, as in Time of an 
actual War; he, and his Succeſſors in that 
Command, continued under thoſe Orders,to the 
Time of the Arrival in the Meſt-Indies of the 
Orders given reciprocally by His Majeſty and 
by the King of Hain for putting the Prelimi- 
naries in Execution; which was in June laſt. 


T ſhall now proceed to give ſome Account 
of the Loſſes ſuffered by our Merchants in the 
We/i-Indies, which have, according to theſe 
Gentlemen, reduced ſo many Families to Mi- 
ſery. I commilerate, as much as any Body, 
thoſe, whoſe private Fortunes are ruined by . 
National Quarrels; and who have no more In- 
tereſt, than every other Member of the Com- 
munity, in thoſe Diſputes which have brought 
theſe Calamities upon them: And I would by 
no means be underſtood, by what I am going 
to ſay, to have the leaſt View or Intention to 
leſſen the Concern of the Government for 
their Loſſes, or to divert it from taking pro- 
per Meaſures for procuring them Redreſs. 
But a due Regard to Truth has obliged me to 
enquire likewiſe into theſe Facts; and I hope 
to make it appear, that the Loſſes ſince the 
Beginning of the preſent Diſturbances, and the 
ſending Admiral Hoſier's Squadron to the 
Meſi-Indies, are not any Thing near fo conſi- 
derable as they have been repreſented; as I 
have already ſhewn that they have not been 
| . owing 


8 \ 

SS" F 8 1 >. hs — 
owing to any want of that Cate, which the 
Government ought always to take for the Pro— 
tection of our Merchants. When T have ſtatei 
theſe Matters of Fact by the beſt Liglits I have 
been able to procure, I ſhalt” leave [theſe 
bold Aſſerters to the Cenſure they have de- 
ſerved, by ſo many and ſo groſs Impoſitiom 
upon the Public. £ Ati 05 109 

II I had not been before ſufficiently prepa- 
red by their ſe often repeated Miſrepreſenta- 
tions of our Affairs, I muſt 'own that the . 
lemnity and Seriouſneſs of their Aﬀirmations, 
their malicious Triumph upon — 
together with their frequent Appeals to the 
Merchants themſelves, and the Credit they 
have found with many uninform'd Perſons, 
would have made me leſs chearfully under- 
take the Examination of a Matter, which I 
ſhould have otherwiſe been inclinable to believe 
was of too publick a Nature, for even theſe Wri- 
ters to have riſqued a Falſehood upon: But I 
have had the Comfort to find my former Opi- 
nion of them and their Writings ſtall —_— 
med, and muſt do them the Juſtice to own, 
that they have fupported their Character with 

the exacteſt Uniformity. 
I now come to give the Account promiſed, 

of what I have collected from the ms aut ben- 
tick Teſtimonies, with relation to the Spaniſh 
Depredations in the Weſl-Indies; and ſhall 
here inſert an exact Liſt of all ſuch Ships, (to- 
gether with their Tonnage and Value, where- 
ever I found it eſtimated by the Sufferers them- 
ſelves,) as have been taken by the Spaniards 
in 


* 


za the Weft-Indies ſince the Concluſion of the 
Treaty of Hanover in the Year 1725. and at 
any Time convey'd to the Knowledge of the Go- 
wernment, either by the. immediate Com- 
$laints of the Merchants concerned in thoſe 
£aptures, their Repreſentations to the Come 
miſſioners for Trade and Plantations, or the Ac- 
counts tranſmitted by His Majeſty's Miniſters 
And Conſuls abroad. The Liſt is as follows. 
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eg and where By * * — g 


or * 


E e, 
'| the Bahama B 


1726-7 March, i wo wo 

| his Page. By wn of | 
Were all ſeized and made Prizes ir 

| Lime-Tree Bay in the Iſland of St]. 

Cruix, one of the Virgin Iſlands} 
belongin 5 to the Crown of Great 
Britain, y two Spaniſh Guarda Co- 
ſeas, fitted out 17 — Governor of 

St. Domingo, and forcibly cartied 

do ſome of the Spaniſb Iſlands i 


1726-7, together wit their ſeve 
ral Cargoes. 


| ns, | 0 1By a $panif du, 
| ol che iid Port da Cota. 


Famaica, | vateer.. 8. 1 oly. 


11727 28 wy By a — pre 
| vateer, and car- 
ried to the Ha- 


14 4 | -Q4m. - - - -. wo 
1727, at Sea. GS 1 
MY . al ſold at Sea un- | 
condemned. 
1747 Avg. 1: nen By the Sloop For- 
Bermuda. tune, Peter Peir- 
ſon, Maſter, { - 


— LS 


— * 


[2727 eg in ſightBy a Seng Pr Cargo 
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Ships taken from 1 His Majeity's 


>hips and Veilel: 
Names, of what 
Place and Bur- 


then, 


| Penelope, of Liver- 
pool. 


150 


Tons. 


r um 1 
55 — _ 
Company 
ersand Freighe- 

ers. 
Middleton, Ma- 


a 
| Fer, Hill and 


130 


Allen Owners. 
Nat. Leatherland, 
Maſter, Pem- 
berton and other 
Owners and 


Freighters. 


IT —.— by the 7 | 


Maſters, Owners, What Voyage 
4 ny Freighters. they were on. 


From Honduras —| 
2 


From Penſyluani 
to Carolina, 


From Virginia to 


Liverpool. | 


hip Amy, of Li] 90 william France, From Honduras vo 
verpoo | Maſter, Thoma heron | 
'' Seele, ſole Own- 
| er and- 'Freight- 
er. . 

Sloop. Folly, of | - - Robert Tbeobaldi, From Barbadbes t 
| New-Tork, | Maſter, Banter New-Tork, 
1 and Compan rd 
ö Owners, f 
Samuel. | = = Miliamsutberland From London t 
| Maſter, ame ' Guinea and Fa 
| | Tipping, Mer- maica.” 
> ane... a 
Endeavour Sloop. ies Gibbs, Maſter From amaica t 

ö | Rhede Iſland. 

Interim Sloop. - = - [Thomas Farnigan. From Famaica 
| #5. | Vt irginia. 

Kilhampton Brig. | - - - of ode From Boſton to Fa 
1 maica. 

Ship Dolphin, of | 200 74 Morris, Ma- From Barbadoes 

London. I ter. f London. 
ne of London. | 130 Poſedb Spackman From Africa to 
8 Muaſter, Bonham Fam aica. 
4 and other Own | a [ 
8 22 .. 3 


* 


1 


h the Heſt-Indies, lince the Hanover 7 reaty, Sept. 3, 1725. 


taken. | or plundered. 


When and where By whom ren] Damages ſuſtained. 


172) Aug. 7, near By the Comman- 
Cuba. der of the Bar- 
lovento Squa- 

dron. 


Sea, in her Voy- from the Ha- 


age. vana. 
1727 Sept. 8, near By a Privateer 
Virginia. from the Ha- 


dana. 


1727 Octob. near By a Spanifo Pri- 
Cuba, and car- vateer. 
ried thither. 


near the Iſland] vateer. 


1727 Aug. 25, at By a Privateer 


1727 Novemb.. 13, By a Spaniſo Pri- 


Margarita. 
11727 carried tojBy Ditto. po 
Vera Crux. 
- 
1727-8 off Cape By Ditts, "WE 
St. Nicholas in : 
Hiſpaniola. 
1727-8 March 10, By Ditto. - 
off Cape Tibe-, - 
roon. | | 
1728 April 12, off By Ditto. - 
Jamaica. 
1728 Pune, near By Ditto, from 
Martinico. St. Domingo. - 


1728 Fune 12, off By x Spaniſh Guar 
Cape Tiberoon. da Coſta, , 


| Pine, a Fleming 
| Maſter, 


a * 4. 4; 


2000 I — 


24838 4 2 
1139 16 — 
998 — 


| 


1247 the Sleop 4 
Eſtimated. 


1182 10 27 


1183 18 16 
Famaica Mcney, 


I 0000 2 — 
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Pelooner Kilming 


Names, of what 
Place and Bur- 
then. 
enjamin of Pro- 
vidence. 

iamond SnoW. 


- 
Ty 


oyal Heart of St. 
Chriſtophers. 
arygold of Bar- 


he Suſannah 

Sloop of Ring- 
fron in amaica 
of d, " 


ton. 


Cord of New- 
England. | 
Harriot Gally of 
Briſtol. 


Sloop William anc : 


Tons. 


"” 


Maſters, Owners, 
and Freighters, 


Skips taken from His Majeſty's Subjects by the Than TT; 
Ships and Veſſels | OY 


| 


What Voyage 
they were on, 


65 
23 
65 


65 William Cockran, 


Benjamin Bullock, 
r 

Norton Kelſall, 

Maſter, 


3229 "MO 


. Maſter, 
Philip Cockran, 
VMueaſter. 
George Frazer, 
Maſter, 


Samuel Scranton, 
Maſter, 


45 
65 


I50 
1 1 
l 


To Griffith, 


1 


charles Halifax, 


Richard Bardin, 
Maſter. 


ö 


Maſter. 
Charles Devon, 

Maſter. 
Samuel Cornock, 

Maſter. 
Moſes Gardner. 


rom Tertuga 
Piſcataqua. 


5 
To Vice-Admi al 
Hoſiers Squadron. 


2 


tc 


rom London to 


Virginia. 


N Famaic As 


Maſter and Own- 
er, Benj. Giffor 
and Com 
Freighters. 
Thomas price, Ma- 
ſter, Thomas 


and %ohn Ca- 
wood, Freighter. 


Rudge, Owner, , 


Jamaica. 


London. 


Iſaac Clark, Ma- From New-Eng+ 
land to Antegoa. 


fer, Unwin 


Freighter, 


Comp. Owne 


and Freighters 


Fobn Rhodes, Ma- From Famaica to 
ſter, Hunt ie Briſtol. 


To Port Anthony' 


From London to 


| . | 
From Carolina to 


_—_———— 
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but Twenty ſix; and that of theſe, Six toge- 14 
ther amount to no more than 340 Tons; and | 


. dron. Yetthis is the long and black Catalogue of 


as they now appear, haye been aſcribed to the 


judge with what Deſign ſo much Induſtry has 


its N. 4 
I ſhall only obſerve upon the foregoing Liſt, 

that, for near a Year after the Arrival of his 
Majeſty's Squadron in the Weſt-Indies, not one 

Ship was complained of as taken from our Mer- Y 
chants by the Spaniards; that the whole Num- 1 
ber of Ships taken ſince the Hanover Treaty, is 54 


one other was the Property of the Publick, being 
bound with Proviſions for his Majeſty's Squa- 


Britiſh Ships taten from us by the Spaniards; theſe 
are the heavy and ſevere Loſſes, which have for 
the three laſt Years ruined ſo many of our Traders 
to the Plantations. But ſince even theſe; (ſuch 


rr — 
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Provocation ſuppoſed to be given to the Spani- 
ards by the Meaſures taken by, and ſince the 
Concluſion of, the Hanover Treaty; and as ſuch a 
Charge can only be founded upon a Suppoſition, 
that our Loſſes, ſince that Period, have exceed - 
ed thoſe of former more peaceful Times; I 
have thought it worth while to look back, upon 
the three Lears that immediately followed the 
Treaty of Utrecht, and by the like authentick 
Teſtimonies, have found, that the Number of 
Ships taken in thoſe Parts by the Spaniards du- 
ring thoſe three Years of full Peace, is equal to 
what they have taken from us there ſince the 
Treaty of Hanover. © 


% 


I ſhall make no further Obſervations upon 


this Head, but leave every impartial Man to 
been employed in propagating ſuch Re- 


ports; and with how little Foundation the 
| 1 Govern- 


1 (: 900). 1825 
Government has been aſperſed upon this Ac- 
count. » . | f 3 
I ſhall now inſert the moſt material Parts of 
the Orders given to the Commanders of his 
Majeſty's Squadron employed upon the Coaſt 
of ain. 26 4 W525! Ke 53g 21 8 

The 11th of June, 1726, Sir John 
Feanings being appointed by his late 
Ml,ỹijeſty to proceed with his Fleet to 

the Coaſt of Spain, he was order'd © to keep 

© Cruiſing between Cadm and Cape K. Vincent, 

* till further Orders; to uſe his utmoſt En- 
© deavours to get Intelligence of the Flota 

* and Galleons, r that Year from A. 

* merica, and of the time when they might 
probably arrive in Spain; and to poſt his Ships 
in ſuch Stations as might be moſt proper for 
the intercepting them; which in Caſe he did, 

he was then to follow Admiral Hoſier's In- 
ſtructions relating to them (a Copy of 
which was at the ſame Time delivered to him) 
in the ſame Manner as if they had been di- 
. < rected to himſelf. 11 
| | June 29, 1726. Upon ſome Ad- 
E 2h ©.» a vices which the King had received 
| That it was probable the Flota and 
Galleons, inſtead of coming to Cadix, as ufual, 
would put into St. Andero, or ſome other Port 
1 that Way, he was ordered to detach Rear- 
4 * Admiral Hopſon, with four Men of War, to 
* © cruize on the Coaſt of Biſcay, off St. Anderv. 
| Upon the 18th..of Auguſt of the 


> fame Year, his late Majeſty having 


| 11 une 
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| recalled Sir John Jennings, was plea- 
ſed to order Rear-Admiral Hop/on, who _ 
* ö b cd 


LY 


Body 1s 2 
ceeded him in the Command of that Y 
dron, to obſerve the ſame Inſtructions as 
been given to Sir John Fennings, .,\\ 
On the 22d of December, 1726, the .,, pe. 
Chan was put under the Command 1736. 
of Sir Charles Wager; and the ſevera! 
Inftructions to Vice-Admiral Hofier, Sir Jabs 
Jennings, aud Rear-Admiral Hopſon, relating to 
the. Flota and Galleons, were put Intl his 
Hands, which he was commanded alſo: to. ob- 
| ſerve. And for the further. reinforcing the 
Garriſon of Gibraltar, which was then going 
to be beſieged, he was ordered © to ſend. as 
many of the Land-Forces then on board 
Admiral Hop/on's Squadron, as could be 
© ſpared ; and even the whole Number, if ne- 
cellary, for the Security of that Place; and, 
in caſe there ſhould be occaſion for one or 
more Ships of Force to continue in or near 
that Port, for ſecuring the Garriſon from any 
< Attempt by Sea, he was to employ in that 
Service, {ſuch of the Ships under his Com- 
mand as he ſhould think proper; and in caſe 
* of Need, he was to give all the Relief and 
* ' Aſſiſtance he was able to the ſaid Garriſon, 
* and (as far as was conſiſtent with the Ser- 
* vices above mentioned) he was to protect 
* the Trade and Navigation of His Majeſty's 
Subjects; and in caſe of a War Declared, . of 
© Gibraltar being attacked, or any other Ho- 
* ſtility actually begun by the King of Spazn, 
* or his Subjects, againſt His Majeſty. and 
© His Subjects, he was to the utmoſt of; his 
* Power to diſtreſs and annoy the Enemy, .by 
Taking, Burning, or otherwiſe e 
1 a C t eir 
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*'their Ships and Veſſels, or doing and per- 
„forming any other Acts of Hoſtility againſt 
* them, as he ſhould. have Opportunity, 
-7 Maxch, On the 7th of March, 1726-7, Ad- 


1726.7 vice 8 been received that the Sa- 


uigrds had actually beſieged Gibraltar, Ad- 
miral Wager was informed, by the late 
King's Command, That His Majeſty was 
<* pleaſed to 4 his Reſolution, now the 

Spaniurd had begun Hoſtilities, to treat as 
Enemies all the Ships and Veſſels he ſhould 
meet with. And His Majeſty alſo very 
much comtnended his Readineſs to ak 
Colonel Clayton with what he wanted, for 
the better putting the Place in a Poſture of 
' Defence, who took care to mention in his 
Letters the Obligation he had ts him on 
« that Account, We" RE 5 
21 march, On the 21ſt of March, 1726-7, he 
"1726-7. was informed, That it was His 
* Majeſty's Pleaſure, that he ſhould treat 
the Spaniards every where as Enemies, and 
© endeavour to annoy them in whatever Way 

19 May, On the 19th of May, 1727. His 
- 1727. © Majeſty, having received Advice 
of three. Spamſh Privateers being fitted 
* out at Liibon, that had already taken 
two Ships belonging to His Subjects, and 
lay there on Purpoſe to moleſt our Trade 
* with Portugal, was pleaſed to order 
© Admiral Wager to ſend two ſmall Ships 
that might beſt be ſpared from other Servi- 
© ces, to cruize off of Licbon, for the Security 
* of our Trade, and to loſe no Time in _ 
it. 


* ( 2 

Such were the CH iven to Sir - hed 
Wager ; and I believe every Body will own, 
that an abler or à braver Officer could not 
have been pitched upon for theſe important 
Services. The Hotilla had indeed the good 
Fortune to eſcape him, from Cireumſtances 
that no Care on his Part could prevent, 
and which were owing to the Seaſon of the 
Yeary” vi. long Nights, and dark foggy 
Weather. He had however, not withſtand- 
ing this ill Succeſs, the Conſolation to find, 
by a Spaniſh Man ef War that fell after= 
wards into his Hands, that nothing had 
been b an his Part towards prevent- 
ing the Eſcape of the Flotila ; that he had 
judged r ght as to the Station he took. 
to wait for them, and that, though they 
paſſed him unobſerved in the Manner aboye- 
mentioned, yet they ſteered the very Courſe, 
which he imagined they would, and where 
he had placed hiniſelf to intercept them. 
He was of great. Service in protecting our. 
Trade, and in the vigorous Defence of 
Gibraitar ; and tho by Reaſon of the Num- 
ber of Engliſh Ships* conſtantly employed 
in the 1 Trade, it happen- 
ed unavoidably, from the Spaniards com- 
mencing Hoſtilities without any previous 
Declaration of War againſt us, that they 
took ſeveral of our Merchant Men in thoſe 
Parts, and upon the Coaſt of Spain ; yet, 
& will not, ne 5 wok miner. 
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chat Sir Charles with his Squadron, or per- 
haps with the Help of the whole Fleer 
of England, could have prevented their 
tak ing tar the greateſt Part of thoſe 1 He 
had, as I have ſhewen, Orders ſufficient 
for performing every Parc of the above- 
mentioned Services; and he carried with 
him the ſame Abilities, and the ſame ho- 
neſt Heart and Zeal for the Good of his 
Country, by which he had already diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf in many former Expeditions; 

neither was he in Want of any Thing, but a 
little of the ſame good Fortune that attended 
him ſowe Years ſince upon pretty much the 
ſame Occaſion. 8 | | 

What I have hitherto ſaid contains, I 

think, ſo full and direct an Anſwer to all 
the Calumnies, which have been vented u- 
on this Subject, that, without any farther 
Reaſoning, I ſhall leave every Reader to 
compare thoſe unjuſt Repreſentat ions of the 
Conduct of our Affairs, which He muſt 
fo frequently have been entertain'd with 
in the Writings of theſe Authors, with that 
plain and authentick Account I have here 
given. 10 Ke 

The only Obje&ion that remains to be 

anſwer'd upon this Point of the Spaniſh 
Depredations, is with Regard to Letters of. 
Marque and Repriſal, by which the Tra- 
ders might have been authorized to make 
themſelves Reparation, . I ſhall therefore now 
pro- 
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proceed to give ſuch an Account of that 
Affair as may entirely remove that Doubt 
and Uncertainty which theſe Mriters have 
affected to lye under in this Particular; in 
which I find them proceeding with unuſual 
Caution, not venturing to affirm that ſuch 
Letters * have been actually refuſed. by the 
Government, though, by ſeveral indirect 
Inſigg ions, they ſufficiently ſhew that This 
is they would be glad ſhould paſs up- 
"Readers for a Truth. That Ler- 
Marque and Repriſal are what our 
Merchants, in ,the Situation we were then 
in with Regard to Spain, had a Right, both 
by our own Law, and that of Nations, to 
demand, I entirely agree; and in order to 
ſhew that ſuch Letters were not refuſed 
them I ſhall tranſcribe an Extra& of the 
Order in Council iflued concerning this Mat- 
ter in 1727. | | 
Upon laying before his late Majeſty in 
Council a Memorial from the Lords Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty for granting Re- 
priſals againſt Spain together, with the O- 
pinion of the Advocate-General, and the 
Attorney and Sollicitor-General thereupon 3 
An Order of Council was iſſued on the 
28th of March 1727, directing the Ad- 
« vocate-General, with the Advocate of the 
« Admiralty, to prepare a Commiſſion to 
ce authorize the Lords Commiſſioners of the 


«* Admiralty to grant Letters of Marque 
: 1 2 « and 
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r and Repriſe and alſo to prepare 
40 Commiſſion to authorize the ſaid Lords 


c — to determine the ſame ; and lake 
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4 Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to will 


* and require the High Court of Admiralty | 
«in England, and the ſeveral Courts. of - 


5 Ad ain in the Plantations, to try all 
& Captures, Scizures, Prizes, and Repriſaſs, - 


to prepare two Draughts of In „ 
cc — one to be ſent to the Courts A- 
cc miralty in his Majeſty s Plantations, and 
« the other to be given to ſuch Ships as 
<« ſhall be commillioned for the Purpoſes | 
85 aforefaid. 1 


Note, This Order was inserted in | the” 
_ Gazette. | 


The faid Draughts of 88 
. were laid before his late Majeſty in 
c Council, who was pleaſed to approve }. 
thercof, and to order that one of his Princi- 
Sectetaries of State ſhould prepare the two. 
ughts of Commiſſions for the Royal Sig- 
nature, with proper Warrants for their im- 
mediate paſſing under the Great Seal of 
Great Britain, and likewiſe prepare the ſaid 
Draughts of Taſtrudtions for the Royal Sig- 
nature. 


Purſuant to this Order, the ſaid Commiſ- 
ſions and Inſtructions were, by one of the 


Principal Secretaries of State, laid before his 
late 


late Majeſty, who was pleaſed 
But the Preliminary Treaty having been for 
ſome Time negotiating at | 2 N hu late Ma- 
jeſty thought proper to r iſſui 

9 — l ſhould ſee - Wy Succeſs 
of that Negotiation: And this Caution was 
very commendable, and even neceſſary; the 


to ſign chem. 


theſe 


abovementioned Preliminary Articles for a 


- general Pacification, 
Paris the 20th of May O. S. His late Ma- 
jeſty died the 11h of June; and no Appli- 
cation from our Merchants for Letters of 
Marque has ſince been made; excepting that 
in September laſt, a Petit ion from the Owners 
of the Ship Dolphin, and, ſince that, an- 
other from thoſe of the Anne Galley, (both 
inſerted in the Liſt above, as taken in the 
Weft-Indies by the Spaniards) were preſent- 
ed to his Majeſty, praying for Letters of Re- 
priſal. The Preliminaries being now rat ified 
y Spain, theſe Petitions were 1mmediatcly 
tranſmitted to that Court, in order to the 
obtaining of Satisfaction. This being the 
plain State ef the Caſe, it is evident, that 
any Impurations of Neglect upon the Go- 
vernment in this Particular, are as unjuſt as 


thoſe other Calumnies which I have bciore 
refured, | Ry 
I ſhall, in the laſt Place, proceed to cxa- 
mine briefly what Foundation there is io: 4!! 
the Clamour that has bren raiſed up 
Conduct and preſent Situation ot our At: 5, 
| 5 


having 


been ſigned at 


i 
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with Regard to the Meaſures that have been 
taken at the Congreſs towards a General 
Pacification. And here, with Relation to 
the Proviſional Treaty in particular, it might 


have been expected from thoſe who have 


taken ſo much Pains to render it odious, 
that they would have been very particular 
in examining what they ſo confidently affirm * 
to be unſafe and diſhonourable- to the Na- 
tion; and haye ſhewn that the Project upon. 


which they ground this Aſſertion, does not 


rcally provide for the Security of thoſe 
Points which we have been ſo long contend- 
ing for; and that we are like to loſe by 
Negociation ſome of thoſe valuable Rights, 

Privileges, and Poſſeſſions, which we have 


been at ſo great an Expence to maintain by 


Force. But they have ſaved themſelves the 
Trouble of ſuch an Examination (which 
might have diſcovered the Fallacy of their 
Reaſonings, and the Inſincerity of their De- 
ſigns) by contenting themſelves with declar- 
ing in a moſt pompous Manner that they 
could not expe Jef? from a ſucceſsful Ne- 


gociation, than that the Emperor and the 
King of Spain ſhould conſeut to a ſolemn Ceſ- 
ſation of the Treaty of Vienna, or at leaft 


of the ſecret Article in Favour of the Pre- 
tender; That if the Erection of an Eaſt-India 
Company at Oſtend be contrary to Treaties, 
as we have been aſſured, his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty ſhould be obliged abſolutely te mou 

| | | * 
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bis Charter, and aboliſh that Company; 
That his Catholick Majeſty ſhould in like 
Maner once more give up all his Claims 
and Preten ſions, of what Kind ſoever, to 
Gibraltar aud. Port-Mahon ; That he ſbould 
reſtore our Commerce upon its antient Foun- 
dation, and make our Merchants full Re- 
paration for. all their Lofſes. And then in- 
ſtead of ſhewing that the Project of a pro- 
viſional Treaty, which has appeared in Print 
does not contain a full and reaſonable Satif- 
faction upon thoſe very Terms They them- 
ſelves have laid down as juſt and honourable, 
they content themſelves with boldly affirm- 
ing at once, that the ſaid Articles are an Heap 
+ unintelligible Stuff. | 
Having paſſed this Sentence upon them, 
ey proceed to declaim in general Terms 
upon the ill State of our Affairs abroad, and 
to inveigh againſt the Perſons whom they 
ſuppoſe to have the Direction of them; a 
laſily, to enter into critical Diſſertations up- 
on the Word Truce, which one of their &- 7 
vourite Writers, after ſeveral other Objections 
of equal Strength, declares to have ſomething 
h 


difagreeable in the Sound of it. 

is Behaviour (which can never pro- 
eced from Perſons animated with a Zeal 
for their Country, and who had no Motive 
for finding fault with the preſent Manage- 
ment of Affairs, but a ſincere Deſire that 
whey may be ſettled in a Manner advantage» 


tives. 


eus to the Publick) might very juſtly eus 
cuſe any one who was convinced of the Ex- 
pediency of the Meaſures that are now taking 


for a general Pacification, from entring the 


Liſts with Adverſaries, whoſe Reaſonings are 
ſo weak and inconcluſive, and who a * to 
be acted by ſuch factious and feltiſh Mo- 


But becauſe popular Declamations, hows 
ever deſtitute of Truth and Argon, are 
apt to operate upon the Minds of thoſe, 
who, cither for Want of ſufficient Attention, 
or of being informed of the true State of 
Matters, are unable to diſcover the _— 

le 


% 


of them ; and becauſe the Authors of th 
Compoſitions affe& to. triumph upon that 
Silence, which a juſt Contemps of their 
Writings has occaſioned, and to interpret jt 
as an Acknowledgment that their Reaſon- 
i are unanſwerable ; I ſhall here make 
ſome few Obſervations on the Project of 4 
Proviſional Treaty, and upon the Objections 
which theſe Writers have made to it. 
And firſt, 1 obſerve, That theſe Writers (for 
Reaſons beſt known to themſelves) affect to 


call this Treaty a Truce ; and J don't find 


they have in Reality objected to any Thing 
but the Name, which they themſelves have 
thus been pleaſed ro give it. I muſt ds 
them the Juſtice to own, they have ſuffi- 
ciently proved that a 'Truce (ſuch a one 


- as they would bave this Treaty paſs for) 
= 5 e 
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is not a perpetual Fan ; 4 But that the Pro⸗ 
1 ray Treaty is not ſo framed as to anſwer 
all the Ends that could be propoſed, even 
thoſe which They have been pleaſed to de- 
Clare honourable and advantageons; is what 
they have made no Attempt to' prove. It 
is now fo long fince the Project of this 
Treaty appeared firſt in Print, and the World 
is ſo well acquainted with Their Diſpofitiom 
to find Fault, that they cannot be ſuppoſed 
to have wanted either Leiſure or Inelina- 
tion to examine it throughly, and point 
out its Imperfections: And therefore ſince 
they have not ſo much as pretended to 
ſhew that this Project is deficient, in not 
providing for all thoſe Points that have been 
the Subject of the late Piſputes between 
Great, Britain and Foreign Powers; I think 
I may fairly conclude, that their Silence 
npon this Head, is to, be afcribed to no- 
thing but their not daring to venture their 
Reputations upon an Aſſertion, which they 
muſt be conſcious could not be ſupported 
with the leaſt Appearance of 'Trath; How- 
ever, that the Publick may be the better 
able to form a right. Judgment of the Pro- 
viſional Treaty, I ſhall begin with inſert- 
ing at length the Project of that Treaty, as 
it was printed in the Peſt- Bey of Odober 36. 
R 
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I. There ſh be, in Purſuance of the pre- 
ſent Treaty, a good Harmony, Amity, and 
perfect Tranquillity, between every one of the 


Comracting Powers. 5 


II. The Treaties of Utrecht, Raſtad, and 
Baden, the Treaty of the Hague of 1717, the 
Quadrupie Alliance, all the Treaties and 
Conventions anterior to the Tear 1725: As 
alſo the Articles and Conventions ſigned 
at the Pardo on the —— ſhall be the Baſis 
and Foundation of the preſent Treaty. And 
all the Contracting Powers do declare, that 
they hold them as confirmed, every one as 
much as concerns him; and in whatever, 
therein, does not derogate from the preſent 
Treaty, as if they were here repeated ver- 
batim. Promi fing, that they neither will do, 
nor ſuffer to be done any Thing which can be 
contrary to the ſame, either directiy or in- 
direcih. 1 gh 


III. His Imperial Majeſty, induced by 
the ſame Motives which engaged him to 
ſuſpend, by the firſt Article of the Preli- 
minaries, the Charter aud Commerce of 
Oſtend, and of the Low-Countries to the 
Indies, for the Space of Seven Nears, and 
being willing to give a farther Proof of 
vis Love for Peace, and Friendſhip for the 
; | | United 


* 


) 


(43: 
United Provynces of 1 Netherla ns, pr 
rogues and continues the ſaid Suſpeuſi n for 
the Space of -=-<-=- Tears, over and above 
the Seven already meiitioned by the ſaid 
Preliminaries ; during vbich Time, En- 
deavours ſhall be uſed in the reſpettive 
Courts - of the Contracting Powers, Jor 4. 
greeing For ever on Means for removing a all 
Obſtacles, amhich might diſturb the good.” Har 
mony and Correſpondence between bis Im- 
perial , Majeſty and the Lords the States Ce- 
neral of the United Runes wah the Nether * 
lang, & bY * \ 


1 3 


| N 
IV. "all the 3 Powers hav 
ing made - ſerious Reflections on the Neceſ- 

ſity there is to preſerve the Tranquility 

in the North, and in Lower Germany, and 
obſerved that this Part of Europe would 
not enjoy 4 perfect Calm as long as ſome 

Complaints and Pretenſions which as they 

may be: - ſupported by conſiderable Powers; 

might one Day or | other ſerve for 4. Pre- 
tence to cloak greater © Views, ſhould re- 
main unregulated, - they judged it . of the, 
higheſs, Conſequence to examine, according 

Ny theſe. Principles, the . Differences. which, 

ſubſift between the King of Denmark and 

the Duke of Holſtein, ow Account of | the 

Dutchy of Sleſwick. For theſe Cauſes, it 

is 4 ia by the preſent Article, that 
| F.2 | 'Commiſe 


chu Money's wk #2 " "Em by every ; 
one of the Parties. ropcerned, for examin- 
ig and deciding theſe Affairs in an Am. 


ch Manjier.' Which Commiſſioners Jhall, 


for this" "Purpoſe ,"* nicer at Hamburgh , 


within "three Mont ho at fartheſt; and all 


pad Allies ſhall join, iF needful, for pre- 


rviug the Tranquillity of the North, and 


preventing and ee all Hi 


V. 22 Mafierv of bis Me Gun hn 
Mafeny, "of his Britiſh Nſajeſty, and thoſe 


of the Lords the States General, baving 
pretended, that in the Treaty of Commerce 
rotehuded ar Vienna, dn the — -}here 


were” divers Clauſes, tobich claſhed with 


Artivles f ſeveral Treaties of Commerce 
anterid lo the Tear 1 725. and conſequont= 
ty confirmed above; - by Virtue of which 
Clauſes,” the Subjects of bis Imperial Ma- 
jeſty might pretend to be better and more 
Favorrably treated than thoſe of bis Moſt 
Cbriſtian Majeſty, tbe King of Great Bri- 
rain, aun thoſe of the Lords the States 


General; © the Minifters of bis Catholick 


Majeſty hows declared, as they do declare 
by "this © preſent Article, That the King f 
Spain never underſtood to grant by the. ſaid. 
Treaty of Vienna, _ any Privilige contrary 


to the Treaties confirmed above, nor give 


io tle Subjes of his e Majeſty any 
| Safer 
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ST 
greater Advinita es, f the en 50d 3 
other Nations it their Commerce : bis Int- 
perit ! Maje ing for bis Subj eck the 
pov Moe. 122 a in the 
Nane of vis Catbolick A, 


VI. „1 e 4 agreed, We bis 
Hier Mae on - hs one Part, and the 
King of Great Britain and the Lords the 
States Nos 5 8. other, that in Conſe- 
quence of "wha Pipulated by the Bar- 
277 ley. | 297 5 forthwith be 4. 
Freed on e the Jubabnants of. #Þg 
Auſtrian Nethe clands, and the bie 
Great Britain ayd "at thoſe of the Lands 
ſubjee to the Republick; and that witho 
any Delay, com Jidiers ſhall be appointe 
for regulating the ſaid Tarif, who ſhalt 
meet Ge Bruſſels within ſuch. Time as ſhall 
be fixed . The ſaid * Jarties have agreed to 
fix the Term of o Tears for fer rb 
ſaid Tarif. 


VII. As fir the Whongs 4525 150 pre- 
tended are daily "committed in the Com- 
merce to India and elſewhere, in Breach 
both of gener al Treaties of Cominerce con- 
275 between England and Spain, and alſo 

" the various ſpecial Privileges, it was 


ged that the Examination of the ſame 
| Would 


* Countries: 


- 
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mund take -up . too mich. Lime, becauſe of 
the Neceſſity there. would. be. to make ſuch 
Enquiries. and Proofs, as " would 100. Jos 
8 the Duration of the nA 
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it * been 4 Mc, that. With- 
in the Space ＋ three 0 mths, Commiſſſo- 
ners ſbal be appointed 55 both Sides, to 
reckon from the Time. of. the- 1 age] this 
Treaty, who ſpall meet at 2 aud exar 
mine . amicably and bon fide, and , endea- 
wour to. reſtore, if any, 5556 has been N 
gated therefrom, the Aba aigs Of, e 
Sth to the Indies and, n Euro e, on 
Foot of anterior Treaties, | wid ome 
Was. regulated... The ſaid. N ſoners . 
likewiſe regulate what 'calicerhs Pries, 4h 
ſpetively taken a. Sea. bereeeen . aud 
je EOS 


\ «ab *A «- 
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VIII. mmi enen 20 all be Hpoint- 
ed on the Part of his Moſt Chriſuan Ma- 
jeſty, his Catholick Majeſty, and the States 
General, who ſhall examine all Grievances 
whatever, \. without . any Exception, which 
the © ſaid Parties concerned, had to propoſe 
reſpeively, _ either for the. Reſtitution of 
Ships ſeized,.or taten, or in Relation 70 
commerce: And the examining of what is 
ſtipulated both by. the. preſent Article and 
the Joregoing, muſt not ba the. T7 erm. 


706 Tears, 
IX. But 


Mo FIR er (47 ) vel om Ys 
IX. But if to the. Prejudice of the pre- 
ſent Treaty, any Thing ſhould be "either com- 
' mitted or done, unter any Preteuce whatever, 
during the Space of - --— which might" occafion 
any Trouble and Hoſtility, or any ways in- 
terrupt the Enjoyment and Exerciſe of Com- 
merce of all the Contracting Powers on the 
Foot of Treaties and Conventions anterior 
to the Tear 1725, and bere above confirntd ; 
even during the Examination which ſhall be 
made in Conſequence of the Articles Seven 
and Eight of the preſent Treaty, all the Con- 
tracting Parties ſhall join, and unanimouſly 
put a Stop to all Hoſtilities, and repair the 
Damage done. 880 


* — 


X. In this Treaty ſhall be included all the 
Contracting or Invited Powers, viz. the Kings 
of Sweden and 'Denmark, and the King of 
' Pruſſia, he Czar, the Duke of Holſtein, the 
Landgrave of Heſle Caſſel, and the Houſe of 
Bavaria and Palatine, the Contradting Par- 
ties reſerving to themſelves the Liberty of in- 
cluding into the ſame hereafter, other Princes 
and States, as they ſhall agree amongſt them- 
ſelwes. 25 | 


yy the firſt Article of this Treaty, Peace 
and good Harmony, and perfect ITranquil- 
lity are eſtabliſhed without any Limitation 
| of 
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aty of the Hague in I, 75 together with 
te Quadrapl: Alliance, and all the Treaties 


onyentions antecedent to 1725, the 
Fluge Articles, and the Convention 


ſigned at the Pardo, are made the Baſis and 
Foundation of the preſent Treaty; and be- 
ing expreſly gonfirmed by it without any 


Reſtriction of Time, whatſoever” has been 


ſtipulated in our Fayour in any of thoſe 
Treaties and Conventions, teceives a new 
and perpetual Sanction from This. And 


. conſequently, all the great and important 


Concerns of this Nation, as well with re- 
gard to its Poſſeſſions as its Rights and 


Privileges in alf its Branches by Trade, 


both in Europe and in the Indies, are ſe- 


cured to it upon the ſame Foot they were in 
1725, before theſe Diſturbances began; with 


this farther Advantage, that in the Conclu- 


ſion of the ſaid ſecond Article all the con- 
tracting Parties are ſeverally engaged, not 


on y co abſtain Themſelves, but likewiſe to 
oblige all others to abſtain from doing any 
'Thing directly or indire&ly in Violation of 


this preſent, and thoſe ' antecedent Treaties. 
It follows therefore that by the Stipula- 


tions contained in this Article alone, we 


obtain the plaineſt and moſt direct Acknow- 


Jagement and Confirmation of our . 


, (48: ) 
of Time. - By the . Article the Ties. 
fe of Utrecht, Raflag and Baden, the 


to all our 2 to all our 


Pri- 
vileges in Trade, even thoſe which had been 
diſputed in Oppoſition to ſuch ding 
Treaties ; and the - fulleſt and m 
Guaranty of all that we 5 
ve ſo juſtly claim in Co equence « 
Treaties. 

It muſt be farther obſerved, that by this 
Article, and by the third and fifth, we are 
eſfectually ſecured from all the dangerous En- 
gagements contained in the publick and pri- 
vate Treaties of Vienna. Thoſe dangerous 
Engagements were, that the trading Sub- 
jects of the Emperor ſhould be treated in the 
Dominions of Spain more favourably than 
thoſe of Great Britain; that the Emperor, 
in Caſe his good Offices were 
would aſſiſt his Catholick Majeſty to recover 
Gibraltar by Force; that Spain would by 
Arms fupport the Emperor in carrying 
the Often .\ ag And laſtly our Apel 
henſions were, that 1 might be Engage- 
ments in Favour of the Pretender. Now, 
this ſecond Article of the proviſional Treaty 
confirms expteſly thoſe very Treaties, by 
which the Pretender is ſolemnly diſavowed, 
and his Majeſty's Title acknowledged and 
guaranteed by the Emperor and the King of 
Spain ; and by the fifth Article, the King of 
Spain directly diſavows all that was ſlipu- 


lated by the Treaty 8 Vienna in Favour - 
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his Imperial Majeſty's Subjects to our Pre- 
judice; the Emperor renouncing, by the 
ſame Article, all Pretenſions to any Advan- 
tage in Matter of Trade, ſuperior to what 
is granted by Spain to other Nations. Now 
1. fay that a ſolemn Ceſſation of the Trea- 
ties of Vienna, (to uſe theſe Gentlemens 


own Expreſſion) could not ſecure theſe our 


moſt important Intereſts more effectually, 


than is done by the forementioned Articles : 
So that, unleſs we are to go to War for 
mere Forms and Modes of Speech, all that 


they themſelves would ſeem to contend for 


is ſufficiently ſettled. And by the ſaid ſe- 
cond Article of this Proyiſional Treaty, his 


Catholick Majeſty (as he has already done 


by the Preliminaries) will once more (that 
1 lay anſwer theſe Gentlemen in their own 
Sigle) give up all Claims and Pretenſions of 
wh 


at kind ſoever to Gibraltar and Port- 


Mahon. 


The Third Article is in Truth no more 


than a Proviſional Agreement for a Suſpen- 
ſion of the Charter granted to the Oſtend 


Company, and of Low 
— to the Eat Indies, for a Number 


of Years; and the Period that I have learnt 


was propoſed for the Suſpenſion is fifteen 
Years. I am credibly informed, and it may 


be reaſonably inferred from the Tenor of it, - 
that this Article gave the Riſe to the Trea- 


ty's 


the Trade of the Low * 
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ty's being ſtyled in the Title a Proviſional 
teaty. The firſt Part of this Alrtice con- 
tains no more, (as I have ſaid) than an En- 
ement from the Emperor to continue the 
Suſpenſion, ſtipulated by the Preliminaries, _ 
of the Charter and Commerce of 'Oftend_ 
and of the Low Contries to the Indies, 
for the Space of Years, over and 
above the . ſeven mentioned by the ſaid Pre- 
lm inaries. The Second, an Obligation that, 
during that Suſpenſion, Endeavours ſhall be 
uſed by the ſeveral Contracting Powers, for 
agrecing for ever on Means to remove all 
Obſtacles, which might diſturb the good 
Harmony and Correſpondence between his 
Imperial Majeſty and the States General. 
It muſt be allowed that the Emperor by 
this Article does not oblige himſelf to re- 
voke his Charter, and aboliſh that Compa- 
ny for ever; and therefore this Agreement 
for a_ Suſpenſion for a Term of Years is 
only Proviſional. It is natural to believe, 
that the Imperial Court, having by Writings 
ubliſhed in their Name, as well as by the 
Eſtabliſhment of that Trade and Company, 
for ſo many Years conſtantly aſſerted their 
undoubted Right, (as they called it) of 
ſupporting and carrying on this Commerce, 
might continue to think it too great a Ceſ- 
ſion, in Point of Honour, to declare in ſo 
many Words an abſolute Renunciation and 
Leal G2 Abolition 


Abolition of this Bae? at the ſame Time 
that. for the Sake of Peace, the Emperor 
might be 8 to agree to a Suſpenſion 
of that Trade ſo many Tears, which 
might have the ſame Effect: And J am per- 
ſuaded that this Suſpenſion by the Proti- 
ſional Treaty will be looked upon by all, 
who have any Skill in Undertakings of this 
kind, to be equivalent to any Abolition; 
for it is not to be preſumed, that People 
will be prevailed upon to venture .their 


| _ ey in a Company, which has rec:ived 
uch a 


Shock, and which, if it ever B re- 
vived, muſt meet with the ſan. e Oppoſition, 
as it has done ſince its firſt Ere&ion ; ſee- 
ing the Treaties, by which the Hanover 
Allies inſiſt that the People of the Lou 
Countries are entirely excluded from any 


Trade to the Eaſt Indies, will ſtill ſubſiſt, 


being confirmed under the general Head of 
Treatics antecedent to the Year 1725, by 
this Proviſional Project. But, in all Events, 
one would think this Proviſional Agreement 
for ſo many Years might fatisfie ſuch Wri- 
ters, who are ſo favourably inclined to his 
Imperial Majeſty's "Intereſts, as to doubt 
whether the Ere&ion of an Eaſt India 
Company at Oftend be contrary to Trea- 
dies. 

The Seventh Article is apparently the wiſ- 


«ﬆ and ſhorrelt Method that could be taken 


towards 


towards getting all Abuſes committed inBreach - 
of our Treaties and Privileges of Commeree, 
redreſſed; as well as for obtaining Reparation 
for the Loſſes our Merchants may have ſu- 
ſtained, For though all Pretenſions and 
Diſputes, relating to Camrnerce, are, by the 
Preliminaries, and patticularly by the Con- 
vention ſigned laſt Year at the Pards, to be 
produced and diſcuſſed at the Congteſs, as has 
| uſually the Caſe in framing Prelimina- 
ries ;. yet conſidering the. various Documents 
and Mcmorials that are neceflary to ſtate 
thoſe Matters in a true Light, and the Di- 
ſtance of the Places where the Facts have 
been committed, upon which * theſe Com- 
plaints are chiefly grounded, it has been no 
$ uſual to have Things of this Nature re- 
ferred from the Congreſs to be examined 
and determined by Commiſſaries at a certain 
Place to be named for that Purpoſe ; and for 
this plain Reaſon, becauſe the general Paci- 
fication is of too great a Conſequence to be 
retarded by long and dilatory Diſcuſſions of 
Points of this Nature, which may certainly 
be better ſettled afterwards in an amicable 
Manner by Perſons converſant in Affairs of 
Commerce; eſpecially ſince fo good a Provi- 
fion has been made by the ninth Article, that 
no Hoſtilities ſhall be committed, nor the En- 
joyment or Exerciſe of Commerce interrupts 
ed, on any Pretext whatſoever, even during 
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this Diſcuſſion of . Diſputes by the Commis 


faries ; And this under the Guaranty of all 
the contracting Powers. 

T ſhall now [cave it to the impartial Con- 
ſideration of any Perſon, who by his Situ- 
ation and Circumſtances may be ſuppoſed to 
be affected by the Proſperity of Diſtreſſes of 
his Country, and whoſe Opinions in publick 


Affairs are not influenced by private Views 


and Reſentments, whether it would have 


= adviſcable (by obſtinately inſiſting upon 
Points, not in the leaſt material either to the 


Honour or Intereſt of Great Britain, and 
which might have been as obſtinately refu- 


Ted) to have ſacrificed fo fair a Proſpect of 
eſtabliſhing a general Tranquility, to the di- 


ſtant and uncertain Views ot obtaining it by 
a bloody and expenſive War. 


I am ſure I may ſafely preſume fo far up- 
on the Experience I have had of the Spirit 
of theſe Writers, as to affirm; that in Caſe 
ſuch a Step had been really taken, they 
would not have failed to have ſet it forth to 
their Readers in the moſt odious Colours, 
and to have repreſented, with the utmoſt 
Malice, that His Majeſty had wantonly plun- 
25 the Nation, already ſinking under 4 

eavy Debt and oppre//ive Taxes, into greater 
Troubles and Expences ; by diſdaining to 
Jiſten to Propoſitions which would have _ 
cure 


4 


(55. ) 


gured to us the Enjoyment of all we contend 
ox. 1 | 5 


I ſhall in this Place take the Liberty to 
gire the Reader a further Idea of the Pre- 
varication and Dilingenniry of their Proceed= 
ings. The firſt Inſtance of it that occurs” 


to me, is with Regard to the Oftend Trade, 
which by this Project, (as I before mention- 
ed) is to be ſuſpended for a Term of Years. 
This Suſpenſion has been repreſented as a 


mean and inglorious Compoſition. It has 


been one while alledged, that a total Sup- 


preſſion of that Company is the only Method. 


by which this Diſpute can be terminated, ei- 


ther with Honour or Security to Great Bri- 


zain. But tho theſe Writers inſiſt with ſo 
much Vehemence, to have this Company en- 
tirely aboliſhed, they at other Times affect 
to inſinuate, that our Demands, in this 
Particular, are not founded upon Treaties, 
and that we have not a Right to require 
even ſo much as a Suſpenſion. Thus, on 
one Hand, His Majeſty is blamed tor making 
42 mean Condeſcenſion to the Emperor, at 
the Expence of His Subjects ; and, on the 
other Hand, his Imperial Majeſty is encou- 
raged not to liſten to any Terms of Accom- 
modation upon this Matter. From hence 


it is plain, that (notwithſtanding thoſe ar- 
dent Wiſhes, which they expreſs tor a folid 


and laſting Peace) a Peace . any Kind 
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whatſoever, is what t ey moſt dread and ap- 


8 and that their real View and De- 

pn is, to foment the Diviſions between 
gland and Foreign Powers, in Hopes to 

reap ſome private Advantage from the Cala- 

mities into which they endeavour to plunge 

their Country. 

The fame Publick Spirit difcover'd itfelf 


in their Behaviour with Regard to the Ship 
Prince Frederick, which was ſeiz d by the 


Spaniards, As the Intereſt of the Soutb-Sea 

mpany, and by Conſequence the Proper- 
ties o great Numbers of F of His Majelty's Sub- 
jects, were moſt ſenſibly affected by this Sei- 
zure, it was thought proper to inſiſt in the 
ſtrongeſt Manner, upon a Redreſs of this In- 
jury. It was to be imagined, that His Ma- 


jeſty's juſt and gracious Endeavours for pro- 


curing Satisfaction to His Subjects in this 
Particular, would have been applauded, and 
ſeconded by all who had the Honour of their 
Country and the Intereſt of their Fellow- 
Subjects at Heart. As this was the Beha- 


' Viour which alone could become True Pa- 


triots, it might have been expected that thoſe, 


who affected enly the  Shew and Name of 
Patriotiſm, would, for the Sake of Prudence - 
and Decency, have forborn to give any Qp- 

poſition upon this Point. But inſtead of ws 
their Weekly Libels were full of Complaints 


againſt the Sauth-See Company, for fraudu- 


lent 
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direct Violation of Treaties. In ſhort, they 
inſinuated that the Ship was juſtly ſcizcd, and 
endeavoured to ſuggeſt Arguments to the King 
of Spain againſt the Reſtitution of it. I am! 
glad to find their Attempts have had no bet- 
ter | Succeſs than was due to the Wickednefs 
of them; and that in Conſequence of the 
Preliminaries, the Prince Frederick had (b 
the laſt Advices ' we received from hols 
Parts) been actually delivered; and its Cargo 
was} at the coming away of thoſe Letters, 
delivering into the Hands of the South Sea | 
Company: s Agents. 

But whenever: theſe 1 haps found: 
chat they have not, by their Arguments, 
been able to perſuade us out of our com- 
mon Senle, they have had Recourfe to Bau- 
ter and Ridicule. With this View, much 
Mirth and inſipid Raillery has been be ſtowed 
upon the ſuppoſed languiſbing and indo- 
lent State of the Congreſs: Upon which 
I would ask them, whether upon all Oc- 
caſions, where Aſſemblies of that Kind 
have been thought neceſſary towards 4 Ge- 
neral Pacification, the main Points in 
Diſpute, have not been previoufly ſettled, 
and adjuſted among the Miniſters of the 
Chiof Powers concerned 7 This has been 
the conſtant Practice in alf Times, and i in- 
N is impoſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe, 
2G H conſi⸗ 
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Ffering the Delays which muſt unavoida- 
ly ariſe from the tedious Formalities ob- 
ſerved at a Congreſs, and the, Multitude of 


Miniſters reſorting thither from all Parts. If 


we do at laſt obtain an honourable and ad- 
vantageous Peace, I preſume it will. not be 
thought of much Importance, whether the 
Project of the Treaty were originally concert- 
ed at Soiſſuus, or at a Place twenty Leagues 
diſtant from thence. Upon the whole, I be- 
lieve, I may venture to defy theſe Objectors 
ſeriouſſy to maintain their Charge; ſince with- 
in the . of a few. Months from the Meet- 
ing of the Congreſs, the Plan of the Provi- 
ſional Treaty has been framed by the Mini- 


ſters of the principal Parties concerned, and 


by them recommended to their reſpective 
Courts, not one of which has hitherto given 


juſt Cauſe to conclude that they will reject 


14. >; in in BIRD et bits £3SLL% 
But perhaps it maꝝ be obje&ed that I have 
miſpent my Time and Labour, in endeavour- 
ing to / ſilence the Clamours which have been 
raiſed againſt that particular Form of a Peace, 
which has been the Object of our late Nego- 
ciations, ſince it does not appear that the King 
of Spain, is diſpoſed to accept even oſ theſe 
Terms. I muſt own, the .Backwardneſs. which 


his Catholick Majeſty ſhews towards giving 
a final Anſwer, would be very i. x 
it has been 


che Project were really ſuch as it has 
. 5 repre- 


£50. 
repreſented in ſome Libs of late. If it con- 
tals only 4 mere precarious Suſpen ſion 
Hoftilities: till our ae can find a Fs 
convenient 1 of reſuming 
_ Claims, and putt ＋ their Defirns A in Er- 


cution; ſurely the King of Spam muſt have 
embraced ſuch a Propofal with the ' greateſt 
Eagerneſs, and could have had no Relucance, 
nor made any Delay in ſubſcribing to the hard 
Conditions we ſhould fo officiouſly have im- 
poſed upon ourſelves. It muſt ' have been 
ſufficient Matter of Triumph to him, to have 
reduced us, withont {triking a Blow, to Con- 
ceſſions ſo advantageous to himſelf, and ſo 
diſhonourable to this Nation. But whatever 
the true Reaſons may be of his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty s Silence upon "his Occaſion, I believe 
no one could have juſtified the advifing his 
Majeſty to have commenced a War' with 
Spain, on their Delay in returning an Anſwer 
upon this Project; eſpecially eonfidering the 
Seaſon of the Year ſo unfit for Action; and 
that a very ſhort Forbea rance might have en- 
abled his Majeſty to have taken the Advice 
of the Parliament, upon an Affair of ſo much 
=: rtance to his People. . 

rom what has been ſaid, I hope it will 
in the whole appear, that the Aſperſions 
which have been caſt upon the late King s, 
as well as his preſent Majeſty's Meaſures, 


are entirely groundleſs ; and that this Na- 
H 2 tion 
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tion never acted a Part more ſuitable” to its 


Dignity and Character, than it has under 


the Influence of . theſe two excellent Prin- 


ces. The Effects which our Squadron pro- 
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duced in the North, by railing the Hopes, 


and revjving the Courage of a Kingdom, 
which it will always be our Intereſt to ſup- 


part, and which we ſaw then ſinking under 


a long Serics of Calamitics, will be re- 


. to our Honour throughout Eu- 


And the ſtopping of the Galleons 


ell Gain had conſented to the Terms pro- 


poſed. by his Majeſty and his Allies, by 
figning and 8 the. Preliminaries, 
and ſending the Orders to the Weſt-In- 
die, for the putting them in Execution, 
"was a great, and, it muſt be confeſſed, 
a very ſcalonable Demonſtration of our 
Naval Force, To the Firmneſs and Fide- 
lity of our Allies, and to theſe Meaſure 


we owe the preſent Tranquillity, and the 


[Progreſs which in ſo few Months after the 
Opening of the Congreſs, has been made 
towards the Eſtabliſhment of a general Peace 


throughout Europe. And I am fo far from 


thinking that the Nation has made a deſpi- 
cable Figure during the late Tranſactions, 
that I cannot but be of Opinion, that the 


bigheſt Encomiums and E 


are due to his ee whoſe. Prudence 
my. F atherly Tenderneſs for his People, 
5 have 


n 


have enabled him to l the Temptations i 
to which that Deſire of Fame, inſeparable - 
from generous Minds, might haye expoſed | 
him; and who, by his Endeavours for eſta- 
bliſhing a general Tranquillity, has ſhewen, 
that he prefers the Glory of making his 3 
Subjects happy, to that Increaſe of Repu 


2 
tation which he might have had ſo fair a | 
Proſpe& of gaining in the Field. I hope F 
theretore, that cho who have been ſo wor- 
thily employed in vilifying his Majeſtys . 
Meaſures, and expoſing their Country to the 7 


Scorn and Contempt of its Enemies, will 
learn henceforward to diſtinguith between -. 
a tame Submiſſion, the Effect of Weakneſs * | 
and want of Spirit; and the Moderatiqs | 

and prudent Forbearance of a Brave and 

Wiſe Prince, whoſe Behaviour upon former | 7 

Occaſions, gives us ſure Ground to depend, WW 
that he will be as active in the Profcrution 
of a Var, whenever it becomes neceſſary, 
as he is now deſirous, by all honourable Me- 
thods, to continue to us the Bleſſings of 
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